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Waterfront Offices
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Introduction Major tasks of the

Waterfront Offices

Control of importation of
food products by vessels

To restrict the movement and sale of
imported food products involved in
outbreak of food contamination incidents;

Waterfront Offices is a branch office of the
Food Import and Export Section under Food
Surveillance and Control Division. There are

two food inspection offices in Cheung Sha Wan
and Western Wholesale
Food Markets (WFMs).

The offices
are responsible
for inspecting
all food
consignments,
including
vegetables,
fresh water fish
and shellfish,
imported from the
Mainland by sea
and unloaded at the
piers of the WFMs to ensure that all food

stuffs meet the statutory health requirements of

Hong Kong and are fit for
human consumption
before they are released
for sale.

To inspect imported food
products (including live
freshwater fish, fishery
products from the
Mainland) unloaded
from vessels at the pier
areas of the WFMs to
ensure that all the required
documents like Official Health
Certificate are accompanied with;

To take food samples for chemical analyses
and bacteriological examinations under
circumstances warrant;

To monitor destruction of imported food which
is found unfit for human consumption or
voluntary surrendered by the vendors;

To take enforcement action such as detaining,
seizing, or disposing of any food found to be
unfit for human consumption.

U |§ Surveillance of market stalls in WFMs

To collate information concerning sources,
quantity, types, distribution network and
storage conditions of imported food products
supplying in the wholesale markets;

To take food samples of various products for
chemical and bacteriological analyses;

To exercise enforcement action and power
of seizure in confirmed cases of food
contamination.

Cooperation with Vegetable
Marketing Organisation (VMO)

& Man Kam To Food Control Office
in control of vegetables imported
by land

To get suspected pesticide-tainted vegetable
samples from VMO and refer them to the
Government Laboratory for confirmatory
analyses;

To follow up cases of any pesticide-tainted
vegetable supplied by wholesalers in VMO;

To communicate closely with VMO and
Man Kam To Food Control Office in
stopping the importation of vegetables from
any contaminated source by land.
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