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Progress on Legislation Relating to Formula
Products and Foods Intended for Infants and
Young Children under the Age of 36 Months in
Hong Kong
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Legislative Proposals

O AhlmatrfEEEL)5 O To better protect the
B BUFER health of infants and
20127 F11 HigH— young children, the
25 R Fe 361 Administration put forward
HEL T8R4 EH a package of legislative
HIEC T W2 Al & proposals relating to
STa s DRV it formula products and

foods intended for infants
and young children under
the age of 36 months in
November 2012.
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Legisl-ative Proposals

o (1) BftERcipgsatas O (1) nutritional composition

A ETE YRR requirement for infant formula
2 ABSERSEHESHEE before complementary feeding is

introduced;

VAN
o (2) ffitEE ﬁﬁgﬁasﬁéﬁ (2) nutrition labelling requirement
Je B anA] & HIHYEE EEEEFE?E for infant formula, and follow-up
Lﬂ;"d,—%‘ﬁ%ﬁ{/ﬁg{l 5 VRN formula and foods intended for
2153 B F BT ER S BC TS infants and young children under

@%’zﬂ% 5 ANVE BRI the age of 36 months; and
7E 5 LK
O (3) commencement of the
O (3) FHEE =R E R proposed legislation after a
A Btttz A0 o suitable grace period,_
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Legislative Proposals

O BHEARIHE E BRI R O The two-month consultation

20134F1 H21 H524% - #% exercise was concluded on 21

sy ﬁﬁ'ﬁkf&%%‘% Jan 2013. In general, traders

o R A RE T R o o and members of the public

EESRIGL NS supported the legislative
proposals.

0 PUFHRIEEEARAY > o The Administration is drafting the

THE 7Y 20144552207 amendment regulation and plans
AR to table the amendment at

LegCo in 2014.
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Legislative Proposals

o o BdEE iR akerEsey O Four technical meetings and one

AR P4l LB T IU 2 s fli special meeting with the trade
= E’l;ii%‘%ﬂ% , Efas and laboratory service providers
) S = H i

were held to tackle the various
technical issues raised.

HEBATEE.

\ A BH St A LR B _

- ;;Qii;gﬁmiﬁ” O Other relenvant issues were also
AT rE TR IR == HL discussed with the trade in
Trade Consultation Forum
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Dlscussmn
o 1. EREER
O 2 =FEZERE
0 3. fEEE S EErIEH
O 4. EORES R 4N D T
I HL R

O 7. =R EEEIR

O

O

1. Product definition
2. Nutrient definition

3. Exemption from Nutrition
Labelling

4. Age limit requirement for
follow-up formula

5. Product regulation

6. Regulation of fluoride content in
infant formula

7. Tolerance limits of nutrition
labelling
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Product definition
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Infant Formula

F R A D R B YRR L — O (a) a product that, according

e S I b o e L e to its descriptions or

A (8) R L instructionse‘or use, is
 — > == NV, \j;.j{‘ > . ’ .
TEmT = MEE?LEQ \'f‘bﬁ intended for consumption as
o EEHRY > AP - a substitute for human
LI a2 N A BRI 788 B H i 78 . . .
g sy e iy breast milk that is specially
< HU%%‘&‘ME“” \ manufactured to satisfy, by
RIlmn e e R 121 H R LU

- K S S EE -+ of itself, the nutritional
HAERRS 2 requirements of persons of

any age up to and including
12 months until the
introduction of appropriate
complementary feeding

P
o
v 2

f’;;% / F
e/ g‘f M ENRE RN
~ T
Jﬁr%lﬁ‘lﬁﬁw‘# 8 Li ng{ﬂé) Centre for Food Safety
Food and Envi tal | B

vod and Environmen
Hygicne Department



BB 5 fic 5 EE

Infant Formula

o (b) ZEm#hn L “infant
formula” B¢ “B2 5l 5

T AIRRCBUR SR > BT A B

FUCUE B A oA S5 -
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(b) a product marked or
labelled as “infant formula”
or “BREAI HEL" , or with
any other words of similar
meaning

QG BEYZEZEZH D
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Follow-up Formula
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(a) a product that,
according to its
descriptions or instructions
for use, is—

(i) represented as a
replacement for human
breast milk or infant
formula; and

(ii) intended for consumption

as a liquid element in a
progressively diversified

diet by persons of any
age from 6 months to
under 36 months; or

J
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Follow-up Formula

o (b)ESE L O (b)a product marked or Iabflled
“follow-up formula’=} as “follow-up forInuIa” or ENG
GARRRSREES SRR orwith any

B IS other words of similar meaning

2 A BRI R

o] HA S o *In the definition of follow-up
formula, a reference to

O AR ED R S B replacement for human breast milk

SHIEZ T R, or infant formula (replacing

B B8 B 7 L s formula) includes a reference to
D 5 VR any product fchat Is a replacement
AT B i s T pf the replacing formula or any of
J5 7 L 7 B L B AT its subsequent replacements.
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ToEAERL R

repackaged food for infants and young children

o ISGSDURSRBAnELasL O oany prepackaged food that,

a1 e iE R according to its descriptions

FEFS T SRS or instructions for use, is

sE36E H g A H  HARA intended for consumption by

RS SURC T Rk s, Persons of any age under

T 4 BT 36 but does not include any
infant formula or follow-up
formula;
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Nutrient definition
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Nutrient definition
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Folic acid

m in relation to any infant
formula or follow-up
formula, means N-pteroyl-L-
glumatic acid

O

Vitamin A

m in relation to any infant
formula or follow-up
formula, means all-trans
retinol, calculated in terms
of Retinol Equivalent (RE)
or International Unit (IU)
(with 1 ug RE as being

equivalent to 3,33 IU)
giﬂ BY R 25D
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Nutrient definition

O %4ZEE o Vitamin E
0 ;ﬁ%g;a@ajﬁ,—mﬁm Fe = in relation to any infant
fo-4E Bl s S B formula, means d-
ﬁ[”r 5 1y d-a- % i ( L A alpha-tocopherol,
REEATAHE )3/\0 67747 Q- calculated in terms of
éE M & EaTHE) alpha-Tocopherol

Equivalent (a-TE) or
International Unit (IU)
(with 1 1U as being
equivalent to 0.67 mg
a-TE)
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Nutrient definition

O 4E4EZEE
m ELEONER S 4 BT
FEmlll s f5fdo-2FH
M & &R EALET R
Hyo-4E 5l bEad) —
(i) BRE R TEYa-4
BB tEY) LA EIFE
AL 0.67H5%
a-E B ER 5 5
(i) (N L&RHo-4 Bl
waxZ)IDNIET|23==Kiys
M 0.4504 e a-
EEE =
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Vitamin E

= in relation to any follow-up formula,
means alpha-tocopherol
compounds, calculated in terms of
alpha-Tocopherol Equivalent (a-
TE) or International Unit (IU)—

(i) (for alpha-tocopherol
compounds from any natural
source) with 1 [U as being
equivalent to 0.67 mg a-TE; or

(ii) (for alpha-tocopherol
compounds from any synthetic
source) with 1 [U as being

equivalent to 0.45 mg a-TE;
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Exemption from Nutrition Labelling
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Exemption from Nutrition Labelling
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Formula for special medical
purposes for infants and young
children marked or labelled with
required information

Any infant formula or follow-up
formula packed in a container
that has a total surface area of
less than 250 cm?

Any prepackaged food for infants
and young children packed in a
container that has a total surface
area of less than 100 cm?

Centre for Food Safety
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Age limit requirement for
follow-up formula
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Age limit requirement for follow-up formula

T WHO recommends
\ BRI G - | .
I b tfeed
{IﬁﬁLXZEEl?L'@&U% o exclusive breastfee |r)g up

to 6 months of age, with

zl:%l?lﬁw@:tﬂﬁjzﬁ continued breastfeeding
EHTEH?  [FINFREZ =TT along with appropriate
e MR IT Ban © complementary foods up to

two years of age or beyond.

@G BRY&Z 2 H D
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Age limit requirement for follow-up formula

O $§j§§§§ﬂ&2ﬂ§ﬂ@ﬂjﬁﬁm o Follow-up formula was

TN E A B & Ky HA defined in Codex and

i{hjﬁ(b_/}”)j‘g f1 g j Vg E other jurisdictions

2 BEmAS NE B e DL FER (Australia and China) that

L B it is for the diet of the
infants aged from 6
months.
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Age limit requirement for follow-up formula

O “EyAcBRELT L ERR S o “Follow-up formula

: = HH must not be marked or
f?(g%giz ? &Ea%i— labelled to the effect that
':_‘. N & H - the formula is suitable
TR LB & for consumption by

persons of any age
under 6 months"
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Product regulation
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Product regulation

FFE A B Ve E milk products that are primarily
mn (A0 2 FARAE YR AR RS intended for adults. (e.g. partly-
¥7) skimmed milk powder / skimmed

O ErE ‘BRHEATEES milk powder )
ANEFCIEEE —BR LT o labelled as “Children under

ZEAG” one year of age should not
O 4SS HE RIS be fed on this milk except
AR 36(E B LLTHI A under medical advice”
B AlfrezEs o Would not be regulated
FBIRE under the Amendment

Regulation if the product
does not have any other
indication that they are
intended for persons under
J= . the age of 36 months.
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Regulation of fluoride content in
infant formula
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BRETEmT RV ENHE
Regulation of fluoride content in
infant formula

0 MREBEeEHEZEREA o According to CODEX STAN

CODEX STAN 72 — 72 — 1981, fluoride should
1981, &AL FERNTIE] not be added to infant
BREARE T FE L o BREARI TS formula. Its level should not
AT er AR A RS exceed 100 pg/100 kcal or
EORNFEREHE100 £%55/100 24 1g/100 kd in the infant
Tk By 24 #47/100 T formula prepared ready for
consumption
o . O Infant formula havin

0 SRSy A nnHY R LY exceeding the abovéJ
= > ‘—[—\ NI /, g
i@%ﬁi@%@%ﬁ—— A mentioned level of fluoride to
H %/@?E@;%Ui' HEHEA bear some sorts of

- DEAHIE R statements to remind

consumers on the risk of \
J womanc . dental fluorosis 9 e o safty



BRETEmT RV ENHE
Regulation of fluoride content in
infant formula

o @)T@%?ﬂ%&@ﬂﬁh%ﬂ 0 (a)indicating that
=:PES s consumption of the formula
may cause dental fluorosis;
and

o (b) ﬁ‘:ﬁ%ﬁ“ BB A Bl A
e N S ETam bt o 1Y E

[ o O (b)recommending that the

risk of dental fluorosis should
be discussed with a medical
practitioner or health
professional.
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Tolerance limits of nutrition labelling
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Tolerance limits of nutrition labelling

o ARl ELfAES O Toestablish a set of

RE BRI S EEE R EE] tolerance limits for declared
S Y[ value of energy and nutrients

on the nutrition label for
formulae and foods for
infants and young children

Centre for Food Safety
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Overseas situation

O SHEEAVRESAIEE o Thereis no internationally
[5 EN A - LH recognized tolerance
%ﬁﬁ/\//J\JJDEI’] HEA e );_’zELffF% limits for declaration of
== nutrition information on

food labels, particularly
for added vitamins and
minerals content

O Bk D@Iaﬁf

-

M S pEL (RS .~ O Recommended tolerance
E%? ;EEZP{ BE’ ik limits have not been
lIl N ] .

provided in relevant

Codex standards.
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Tolerance Limits for nutrition labelling of formulae and foods for infants and
young children

USA o NN BB E - added vitamins and minerals :
£ AP ERME > declared value
Mainland o ZEfthdag REEYE - vitamins and minerals :
China [ R/OFMETRAERI80% >80% of declared value
Taiwan UEfAy Vitamins: 80%-180/250/300%*
=2 R {EH780%-180/250/300%* Minerals: 80%-150/200%"

BEYE - (* depending on the

&S E 780%-150/200%* vitamin/mineral)

(* 17 P4 [El 4ftham SRV E 1T E)
Germany ISRy &EM Ay - added vitamins :
EEHe B HY70/80%-150%* 70/80%-150%"

(* 1A [E] &AL 63 1T XE) (* depending on the vitamin)

Netherlands

dEfray AR ERT 80% - 200%

vitamins: 80% - 200%

(Gl Y ERER 80% - 150% minerals: 80% - 150%
(RAFE » NINEEESE?) (naturally present, added or both?)
@ B HE R

Information provided by trade members
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Tolerance Iimlts of nutrltlon labelling

T AN —fEFESCEEEER o Tolerance limits currently in
use for general prepackaged
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< MCRERY 120%

foods in Hong Kong

Energy/ Nutrients

Energy. Total fat, Saturated fatty acids, Trans fatty
acids, Cholesterol, Sodmum, Sugars

Tolerance Limits

< 120% declared value

ﬁHL‘9m4%MJ%W‘“E%%
i - i K - Bk E - ER I ,
IM gn i ik 7K G Ju" g} e AJ fM > T 80%
i A~ A ||~.ﬂ fE ~ AN nl s TR A AE R
HE B 1 ¥ Hl' i
' E!l = o
Aft fHh fi R wi’il B (i jL “”AA Heflam D ke S 1 80%
s I HY AE fih o S B E BR L)
My A R HEfhag D (40 EE R INET ) IO ER) 80% £ 180%
T I Y At o B TP BT (RE fth i A B HfE A >
i D B 41) = e
RABRBER A

Food and Environmental
Hygicne Department

Protem, Polyunsaturated fatty acids,
Monounsaturated fatty acids, Carbohydrates,

: > 80% declared value
Starch, Dietary fibre, Soluble fibre, Insoluble fibre,
individual component of fibre
Vitamuns and nunerals (other than Vitanun A, i kil e

Vitamun D and added vitamns and minerals)

Vitanun A and Vitanun D (including added ones)

80% - 180% declared value

ded vtanmuns and nunerals (other than Vitamun A
and Vitamun D)

> declared value

@G B & 2 H
"9 Centre for Food Safety
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Tolerance limits of nutrition labelling

b AR EmA BmEE
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Formula products and foods for
infants and young children
should at least adopt the same
set of tolerance limits for general
prepackaged foods

The tolerance limits used in
Germany and Netherlands for
added vitamins and minerals (as
provides by trade) adopt a range
approach

It is proposed to adopt the same
set of tolerance limits currently
in use for general prepackaged
foods in Hong Kong
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