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Progress on Legislation Relating to Formula
Products and Foods Intended for Infants and
Young Children under the Age of 36 Months in
Hong Kong
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Legislative Proposals
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O To better protect the
health of infants and
young children, the
Administration put forward
a package of legislative
proposals relating to
formula products and
foods intended for infants
and young children under
the age of 36 months in
November 2012.
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Legislative Proposals
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(1) nutritional composition
requirement for infant formula
before complementary feeding is
Introduced,;

(2) nutrition labelling requirement
for infant formula, and follow-up
formula and foods intended for
infants and young children under
the age of 36 months; and

(3) commencement of the
proposed legislation after a
suitable grace period. |
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Legislative Proposals

O BHEARIHE E BRI R O The two-month consultation

201341 H21 H584%E - #% exercise was concluded on 21
e AN s V& 3 1 Jan 2013. In general, traglers
P RS B TR - and members of tlhe publlc

5 K syack B pAD () 34E 3 supported the legislative

H12 HEA8 T h e &) 77 proposals. The results were

reported to LegCo Panel on
Food Safety and Environmental
Hygiene on 12 Mar 2013.
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Legislative Proposals

o oo EdEE piEAterEsey O 4 technical meetings with the

AR P4l LB T IU 2 s fli trade and laboratory service
= é‘q";ﬁ;ﬁﬁz%j:i%ﬁfggﬁ ] providers were held to tackle the

various technical issues raised.

= %}g ;E%Ei*ﬁi%i’g@ O The administration is drafting the
AN RPN A amendment regulation and plans

s
R to table the amendment at
LegCo in 2014.
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Discussion

o 1. BEAfI Yy - wpcsg O 1. Definitions of infant formula,
BT T AR B 40 B A Ly follow-up formula and foods

e mt_ended for infants and young
children

HE L
= 2% gﬂ%@%ﬁiﬁ j;[j FEE 4 2 Detailed requirements of
SEX N = certain nutrients in infant formula
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Definitions of infant formula, follow-up
formula and foods intended for infants
and young children
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Definition

O e e sl shs el O Definitions of infant formula,

B4 ~ sk BR B 54Ty follow-up formula and foods
FIRE 4 B T T 35 intended for infants and young

children were discussed in the
B \ technical meetings
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Definition
- “EHEA Ty Hpe . O "infant formula" means a breast-
EERERGfeE  T SUOstte Specaly
i B ) manufactured to satisty, by itself,
gi—m o RFI: J B - the nutritional requirements of
2eEH E/‘Jg’jﬁ'ﬁjk\ﬁ%“ infants during the first months of
AEC B REAL S life up to the introduction of
appropriate complementary
feeding.

o ECRERSIEC YT =
= l:I\ \
g%ggg%&%;%%ﬁ o “follow-up formula” means a
e z e food intended for use as a liquid
AR BT © part of the weaning diet for
infants from the 6 month on and
for young children.
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Definition
o HE AR 7 e e o
NENEPNE J
3 ) g O "young children" refers to a
O 5" 2128 H 2 person from the age of more
& 35%(36{E A )i A - than 12 months up to the age of

3 years.
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Definition
o “YELAALHyERLE &, O "Prepackaged food intended for

infants and young children”
means -

yEi=
éﬁéﬁiﬁ, }gg E%?E@‘}iu; (a) prepackaged food specified

T for consumption by person at
il any age not more than 36

(E) NaFREESBC T months; and
N S WAkl (b) does not include infant

formula and follow-up formula
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Conditions of Regulation
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(i) product that marketed as
"infant formula" should
comply with the nutritional
composition and labelling
requirements of infant
formula

(ii) product that marketed as
"complete nutrition source

for person at any age not
more than 12 months " or
equivalent meaning would

be regulated as infant

formula no matter what it is
called B[O St
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Conditions of Regulation

o (i) #EEEwOREEAE: O (iii) product that marketed as

U B B RN B "follow-up formula” should
oA BR B i T S comply with the nutrition
S labelling requirements of

follow-up formula;

O (iv) HEE B E] F{E6-36 O (iv) product that marketed as

(|8 F B840 B i s & "liquid part of weaning diet
(378 BB B 45 "B A at any age between 6 — 36
53R RS, R months" or equivalent
}gt%%%@%%g% meaning would be regulated

B A i A SR A as follow-up formula no

matter what it is called
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Different types of formula products

FE i BEHY feft EAN REFRE Ry

Product ERBSAH R PHIEE Labelled as To be regulated

Intended age Complete as
group nutrition
source

EEm A 0%£6H Newborn L Wbl
Product A 0-6 months formula Infant formula
B B 0&9H v Infant milk BREA T 54T
Product B 0-9 months Infant formula
i C 4 28H - Infant milk SR EARE T54y
Product C 4-8 months Infant formula
Em D 6 {[& H =L E . Infant BALE i 54Ty
Product D 6 months up formula Infant formula

FEmm E 6 £12H v - =L WAkl

Product E 6-12 months Infant formula
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Different types of formula products

FE i HEH ErdiiHE Ry N RIFRE Ry
Product ERBSAH R REEE SRR Labelled as To be regulated
Intended age Liquid part as
group of weaning
diet

B F 6E12H Follow-up NG L)
Product F 6-12 months formula Ak ihj

Follow-up
formula

Ein G 1-3 % v Growing-up NG
Product G 1-3 Years formula [LTawanihj

Follow-up
formula
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Detailed requirements of certain
nutrients in infant formula
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Codex composition requirement of infant formula

O iasEEEK o Compositional requirements
m HA T (BEEH33fEaas® m Essential composition
(“1+33")) (energy + 33 nutrients (i.e.
e “1+33"))
H HeZE o o Energy
o EHE - RKIEEY) o Protein, Carbohydrates
o ZEA5HG ~ oooBEE - o Total fat, Linoleic acid,
a-H s a-Linolenic acid
13 R - 12 \I\ﬁllitr?en;;: and trace
A = — D
12fE =Y E I E TR elements
St EA'E (s ~ HILEE o 3 Other substances
« L-[AlR) (Choline, Myo-Inositol, L-
Carnitine)
e o e i g O Detailed requirements of
AR ETR AR < certain nutrients ¢
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Detailed requirements of certain nutrients

O

O

ol H g Bda-oa)
S5 ELE AN CLB]

F R S A R,
A PElg, ik

i HIEE B

N

O

O

O

4 B EBIS TR SRIBE RS

R (%
Ahelg (EANIN)

O
DHAELAAREEBY;, EPAEIDHA

- HIEEA (4175 A JIDHA )

‘, " = { be%
= fﬁlﬁﬁlﬂ:%\l
2" Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department

18

Ratio of linoleic to a-linolenic acid
Ratio of calcium to phosphorus

Lauric and myristic acid, trans
fatty acid, eurcic acid

Vitamin E in relation to
polyunsaturated fatty acid

Taurine (if added)

Ratio of DHA:AA; EPA:DHA (if
DHA is added)

Fluoride [~
PV 2y i
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For comments and discussion
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Detailed requirements of certain nutrients

1. oo HfEELa-00)

ilHILE 1.

The ratio of linoleic to a-linolenic
acid must be at least 5 to 1 and

HIFES-5:1%15:1

2. ?”3 RIEEPIIETTF11 2 The ratio of calcium to

2 phosphorus must be at least 1 to
1 and not more than 2 to 1.

not more than 15 to 1.

The combined content of lauric
and myristic acids must not
exceed 20% of the total content
of fatty acids.

The content of trans fatty acids
must not exceed 3% of the total
content of fatty acids.
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Detailed requirements of certain nutrients

5. NS ERE#HE4 5. The content of erucic acid
AERHEI1% must not exceed 1% of the
total content of fatty acids.
6. #3505 C T ARG
@@é52-5%%0'$ﬁ 6. The content of vitamin E must
My EVHEER not be less than 0.5 mg a-TE
per gram (g) polyunsaturated
fatty acids
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Detailed requwements of certain nutrients

. 7. If there is any added
7. WHEAFRNIIDHA - AA docosahexaenoic acid (DHA),
E’ﬂé\g}ﬁg%//[\}\%ﬂDHA the content of arachidonic acid
NEIZEE » ImEPARY (,?\AD)HrRusth;t] be less thaP that
2SS RIEFEEDHA 0 and the content o
%EKE o aH e eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA)
must not exceed that of DHA.
8. TEEHES - #ICYIAIE 8. Fluoride content should not
2510058 52¢/100F-R~ exceed 100 pg/100kcal as
prepared ready for
consumption
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