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Food supply in Hong KongFood supply in Hong Kong

Mainly imported from different countries
Locally produced fresh vegetables (2009)

accounted for ~2% of fresh vegetables consumed 
in Hong Kong

Percentage of fresh and semi-processed fruits, 
vegetables and cereals imported from different 
countries (2009)

Mainland China – 34%
Thailand – 34%
USA – 10%
Other countries – < 5%
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Regulation of Regulation of 
Pesticide Residues in FoodPesticide Residues in Food

Our major food supplying countries have 
established regulations of pesticide residues in 
food 

Mainland
USA
Thailand
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The MainlandThe Mainland
National standard on maximum residues 
limits for pesticides in food (食品中農藥最

 大殘留量) (GB 2763-2005)
Some 470 MRLs/EMRLs for 136 pesticides

New national food safety standard (GB25193- 
2010)

16 MRLs for 12 pesticides
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The MainlandThe Mainland

Ministry of Agriculture
Professional standards for maximum 
residue limits for pesticides in farm 
products (中華人民共和國農業行業標準–農

 產品中農藥最大殘留限量 )
No exempted substances list
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An example of An example of MRLsMRLs in GB standardin GB standard
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Classification of food in the GB StandardClassification of food in the GB Standard
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USAUSA
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is 
responsible for the registration and approval of 
the use of the pesticides; and establishment of 
MRLs 

Some 7800 MRLs for ~400 pesticides

“Exempted substances”

Changes to MRLs will be announced in the 
Federal Register, and then incoporated in the 
Code and Federal Regulations (CFR)
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An example of An example of MRLsMRLs under US CFRunder US CFR
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An example of classes of food under US CFRAn example of classes of food under US CFR



12

Examples of exempted substancesExamples of exempted substances
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ThailandThailand

Thai Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards

Some 750 MRLs for ~40 pesticides
Thai Ministry of Public Health Notification

Some 80 EMRLs for 5 pesticides
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Thank youThank you
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