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Chief Executive’s 2024 Policy Address-Supplement
® FTRH{HWZ -

One of the Policy Measures

> ;}.2024-253&%6%((‘6%&;@(3%;@@ £) £06]) (%’:132V§:)
(WM%'DUM?M#“ ERpRfEPsFrT 26K 327
T freuz > HNBITERLEF 2 FgFd o

In 2024-25, review food safety standards regarding metal content in food
under the Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) Regulations (Cap.
132V) (the Regulations) with reference to international standards and
practices, with a view to formulating legislative amendment proposals and
launching public consultation.

o Mk c 32025E27 16p R

Public consultation ended on 16 February
2025.
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Gazettal and Approval by the Legislative
Council of the Amendment Regulation

o (20252 s (£BRTZE) (B37) Ri)
( (igiv46]) ) & *2025&6% 270 M| & ;

The Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination)
(Amendment) Regulation 2025 (Amendment Regulation) was
gazetted on 27 June 2025.

o 32025873 30P BEAFTEIEFRIBAEESZE
Approved by the Legislative Council through the negative
vetting procedure on 30 July 2025.
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Amendment Regulation

> 8 &F28 LR gffe’%#ﬂ' g~ 453 ¢ AR PERTIRE o ATH & [ AT
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To add or update the Maximum Levels (MLs) in the Regulations with reference

to the Codex latest standards for lead, cadmium and methylmercury in food;

Fe® B FY a2 EATH R LA (RO i BT
To add or update the MLs for lead and cadmium in edible fungi in the

Regulations;

T TR T S

To add MLs for lead in sugars;

AT (R6I) ¢ Trgopf FomE R F 2 TG, g £ 72
To update the MLs for lead in “Fat spreads and blended spreads” and “Limr'
preserved eggs” in the Regulations. G"@
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(1) With reference to the Codex standards

® 3L ERBLAFEINEHEPEFTRERITIF NI EIGE
W16 2 { 761 )
Set 22 MLs for metallic contaminants in specified foods with reference
to Codex (add 16 and update 6)

> F7H Add
® bR (§FF; SHAEAAFTG HFXISE -BRTZIREE)

Lead: 5 (grape juice, 3 fresh farmed mushrooms, foods for infant and young
children, honey and candies)

® G5B (%771 AF)
Cadmium: 5 (chocolate products)
® YAK 6B (HF 4%

Methylmercury: 6 (specified fish species)

»  { # Update
® LGB (FET PR §T RN B TREAAALF)

' Lead: 6 (edible offal, edible fats and oils, salt and mango chutney) G
8 90



PEE TR AL PE R E-STE S B AP SR
Lead : Add or update 11 MLs with reference to Codex

4 FTH{5B F %
Lead : Add 5 MLs
(B3m3b]) +r

CE RN (F3./ 27)
Food items ML in the Amendment Regulation
(mg/kg)
4 %+ Grape juice 0. 04

AR ES (B35 4502 %)
Fresh farmed mushrooms (common mushrooms (Agaricus 0.3
bisporus), shiitake mushrooms (Lentinula edodes), and oyster |

mushrooms (Pleurotus ostreatus))

BB EZ E36B? Aok &% i A
Cereal-based food intended to be consumed principally by 0.02
persons under the age of 36 months.

AL KR EIORT ~hd a* T afes ap (AN

5 P K’/f s} )

Ready-to-eat complementary food (other than cereal-based food) 0.02
intended to be consumed principally by persons under the age

of 36 months

&R A g % ot B 0.1

Sugar-based candies and honey
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#7111 23 &

BT ES T

s E 1R

Lead : Add or update 11 MLs with reference to Codex

10

11

4o A6 R
Lead : Update 6 MLs

84 L4f

Food items

= 5 PR R 5
Mango chutney

2w g R

Edible offal of cattle

Feenw @ * R

Edible offal of pig

G T 8 PR

Edible offal of poultry

8% Fpandeid

Edible fats and oils

5B (47 ERG)
Salt, food grade, other than salt from
marshes, food grade

%\\f&

;-,a‘l-l(“’l
L

(% 5o/ T)
ML before the

amendment
(mg/kg)

1
0.5
0.5
0.5

0.1

2
(47 @)
(Salt, food grade)
10

(12 'TJ’E_,Y;1>> g
(E5/ 27)
ML in the Amendment
Regulation

(mg/kg)
0.4

0.2
0.15
0.1

0.08
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Methylmercury : Add 6 MLs for specified fish with
reference to Codex

UAK: ATHO6R R
Methylmercury: Add 6 MLs
(BimRb]) + R

RN - (F%/ 27)
Food items ML in the Amendment Regulation
(mg/kg)

% £ 4 Tuna 1.2

£ P # Alfonsino 1.5

¥ 4 Marlin 1.7

'Y 4. Shark 1.6

Orange roughy )

33 R 1

Pink cusk-eel



Hiwd@|Ex ThARrd s ) 9YRAAZE LR
MLs for methylmercury in other fish and “Fish
balls and fish cakes”

i CGRU) By Tag, 9 AT YF 2505F R) >
iR ANt T haE o

Maintain the ML for methylmercury in “Fish” at 0.5 mg/kg before the
amendment to the Regulations for fish other than these 6 specified fish

species.

78 TARACA R T AASE I ULE 2 705F 5 o
Add ML for methylmercury in “fish balls and fish cakes” at 0.5 mg/kg
(B3R 61) +

R oy B (2 5./ =7)
Food items ML in the Amendment Regulation
(mg/kg)
AAT (R P g AR ) >
A frd P
1 Fish (other than those fish 0.5
specified in this item), fish balls
and fish cakes gr'
12 "9



4 ATHSBRAT VAR ST A RB LA R g R
Cadmium: Add 5 MLs for chocolate products with reference to Codex
45 ATIHHB L
Cadmium: Add 5 MLs
(B 27H056]) + =

4 AR (F3/ =7)
Food items ML in the Amendment Regulation
(mg/kg)

F RS e o (10058 F T R e R
Cocoa powder (100% total cocoa solids on a dry matter basis) ready 2
for consumption

REAGF ZT0%RT T A (i T E ) ke 4
Chocolates containing or declaring = 70% total cocoa solids on a dry 0.9
matter basis

&AL S § Z50%% <T0%RT ¥ AR (1icd T E)

- 4
[

Chocolates containing or declaring = 50% to < 70% total cocoa 0.8
solids on a dry matter basis
¢ *ﬁ A E G Z30%E B0%ET T AR (Mgt i E) o
L
0.7

Chocolates containing or declaring = 30% to < 50% total cocoa
solids on a dry matter basis
S EHEE T QURAT T AN (irh R Sk
Chocolates containing or declaring < 30% total cocoa solids on a dry 0.3
matter basis



(2) (i) 4 : ATHOB G B FHOE

AT N Rk

(2) (i) Cadmium: Add 6 MLs for edible fungl with reference to the latest

Mainland standards

s
Food items
$7 L A(RAHP DS LEHE )
Edible fungi (other than those edible fungi specified in this item)

% % Shiitake mushrooms (Lentinula edodes)

EOLE  REEF TR F R AR E
Morels (Morchella |mportuna), shingled hedgehogs (Sarcodon imbricatus), green-
cracking russulas (Russula virescens), chanterelles (Cantharellus spp.) and honey

mushrooms (Armillaria mellea)

w—ﬁ—](;p%4aq‘—pﬂ Fﬁf)’i”‘[ﬂ‘ FARFTA & B;—F]\l—fg‘\qz‘ﬂlﬂ—m)
PE R

Bolete mushrooms (Boletus bainiugan, Lanmaoa asiatica, Sutorius brunneissimus,

Rugiboletus extremiorientalis), matsutake mushrooms (Tricholoma matsutake),
termite mushrooms (Termitomyces spp.) and tawny milkcaps (Lactarius volemus)

G ok B
Truffles (Tuber spp.) and himematsutake mushrooms (Agaricus blazei)

AB(L AR 2 AR )frilB
Wood ears (Auricularia cornea, Auricularia heimuer) and white jelly mushrooms
(Tremella fuciformis)

(B37R56]) 15
(Es5./ =7)
ML in the Amendment Regulation
(mg/kg)

0.2

0.5

0.6

0.5
G * et ic R G hE S o)

(Applies to products in dried form.)



(2) (ii) &5 : %‘rig'th" 2L AT1B &% B ‘?ﬁm’g T FRAINEEITRE
(2) (ii) Lead : Add 3 and update 1 MLs for edible fungi
with reference to the latest Mainland standards

g0 FTH3B T
Lead: Add 3 MLs

ap g

Food items

R

Honey mushrooms (Armillaria mellea)

1 H-T—*];.]"(‘;j > u—fﬂ” N @?}f&‘i u—fﬂ’" N }:’z‘«%;%?:fr;{ 1 u—“p;—]" ~ iR g‘\gg;:{i LB
ZIRRCEARR D R TAE A OE SN LR

Bolete mushrooms (Boletus bainiugan, Lanmaoa asiatica, Sutorius
brunneissimus, Rugiboletus extremiorientalis), matsutake mushrooms
(Tricholoma matsutake), truffles (Tuber spp.), green-cracking russulas (Russula
virescens), termite mushrooms (Termitomyces spp.), chanterelles (Cantharellus
spp.) and tawny milkcaps (Lactarius volemus)

AB(L AR 2 AR )frnR
Wood ears (Auricularia cornea, Auricularia heimuer) and white jelly mushrooms
(Tremella fuciformis)

(BrmRbt]) +
(E5/ 27)
ML in the Amendment Regulation
(mg/kg)

0.3

1
GE* AR R EE S o)

(Applies to products in dried form.)
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(2) (ii) Lead : Add 3 and update 1 MLs for edible fungi
with reference to the latest Mainland standards

G ATIR R
Lead: Update 1 ML

s
Food items

S A H(ATHP NS 5 A
xl/j s} )

4 dible fungi (other than those edible
fungi specified in this item)

13 27 bRl

(Ew/ &7)

(iZi7Hb]) + R
(E5n/ 27)

ML before the ML in the Amendment
amendment Regulation
(mg/kg) (mg/kg)
|
(87" 35 0.5

( Edible fungi)

: ES,



(3) Mok~ R~ FokBRfoRBR, X
Capacdd s Rfosdgoi s E R
(3) MLs for lead in “White sugar, refined sugar, corn syrups and maple
syrups”, and “Soft brown sugar, raw sugar and non-centrifugal sugar”

® HH TO o HEM - FABRTRBEL 2 TSR RBiotg
S g R
Add MLs for lead in “White sugar, refined sugar, corn syrups and

maple syrups”, and “Soft brown sugar, raw sugar, and non-centrifugal
sugar”.

> YR EERPMIEE -
with reference to relevant standards of the Mainland and Korea.
GoFTH2
Lead: Add 2 MLs
(373 6]) 2

a4 - - (Ew/ =7)
Food items ML in the Amendment Regulation
(mg/kg)

S Ak AR S F AR R

1 White sugar, refined sugar, corn syrups and maple 0.5

Syrups -
o Wi~ RE{ride i - >
Soft brown sugar, raw sugar and non-centrifugal sugar . ‘g



(4) "R FLREEE o TAR, PRI ELR
(4) ML for lead in “Fat spreads and blended spreads” and
“Lime preserved eggs”
® [H(RBI) P TmmEFRELF, AR, G E
F 89 o

Update the ML for lead in “Fat spreads and blended spreads”
and “Lime preserved eggs” in the Regulations.

® &P pAab B ATIRE- R o
In line with the latest standards of the Mainland.

. A2/ R
Lead: Update 2 MLs

g3 1 (g37i]) b
?’*”’?ﬁ- (Ew/ 27) (%‘ﬁ,/ AR
Food items ML before the ML in the Amendment
amendment Regulation
(mg/kg) (mg/kg)
| arEFfRcAy 0.1 0. 08

Fat spreads and blended spreads

S r'
ﬁ 2 Lime preserved eggs o H 6“9
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To update the MLs for lead, cadmium and
methylmercury in food
o $YSRBLLREREL PR
With reference to Codex standards as the backbone
o WHNAZRSH BT FRTPMIFF(ZHPH)

Supplemented with the standards of major food importing
places (including Chinese Mainland)

BiHeng £ 1 UK

Number of MLs before the amendment : 144
74 7 £ Uk
+ Number of new MLSs : 217

B3vi5chg £ UK

Number of MLs after amendments : 171

(¢ 32 L #7913 2 £ + *ikP)
(including 9 updated MLS)

T - ENe
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Guidelines on the Food Adulteration (Metallic
Contamination) Regulations

® dpsle g

The Guidelines was issued 53

> h ARBERE-H AL (3R
ol i 7 frg (B37R50) AHER (SEREAR)
B 3Ten% 132VE ¥ 126

aims to assist the trade in having a better
understanding of the Cap. 132V as amended
by the Amendment Regulation, and

> fRE - B ¥ LR AR
to answer some frequently asked questions;
PERGEY wRE T
Can be downloaded from the website of CFS: (g

https://lwww.cfs.gov.hk/tc _chi/whatsnew/whatsnew fstr/whatsnew fstr PA Food
Adulteration_Metallic_Contamination_2.html

 https://iwww.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/whatsnew_fstr/whatsnew fstr PA_Foo "
d_Adulteration_Metallic_Contamination_2.html 20 g’ ‘9

2025594
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Commencement & Grace period

® (i33THG|) = 2025599 5p 4 k> P %
183X 18 ¥ g *LF o
The Amendment Regulation came into

operation on 5 September 2025 with a
grace period of 18 months.

® 5 'Ufd 2025£9% 50 3202739 5p -

Grace period from 5 September 2025t0 5
March 2027.
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