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Foreword

The people of Hong Kong have high
expectations on what the Government can
do to ensure food safety. More now than
ever before, food incidents are catching the
public’s attention and making popular news
headlines, and food safety issues are taking
a more prominent place in the Government's
agenda. The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) was
established on 2nd May 2006, under the Food
and Environmental Hygiene Department, to
enhance food safety regulatory functions and
to meet the growing public expectation for
better food safety standards. | am delighted
to have been charged with this responsibility,
which has been both a challenge and a

pleasure.

«] am delighted to have been
charged with this responsibility,
which has been both a challenge
and a pleasure.”

Hong Kong imports over 90% of its food, and
with the sheer diversity of food that comes
from around the world, promoting food safety
in Hong Kong is a unique and complicated
task. In devising the local food safety control
regime, the Government is mindful of striking
a balance between regulation and the
maintenance of the variety and stability of
the food supply. The setting up of the CFS,
a major step of the Government to fulfil this
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mission, was far from being just the renaming
of the former staff and structure. The creation
of the CFS heralds a fundamental shift in the
approach, culture and mentality to realise

effective control along the whole food chain.

In  promoting food safety, the CFS
emphasizes tripartite collaboration among
the Government, the food trade and the
consumers. The CFS seeks to bring about
transparent communications among all
stakeholders. We strongly believe that
cooperation and efforts from all three parties
are indispensable because the key to the
highest food standard can be obtained only
if each party bears its own responsibilities.
With Hong Kong's heavy reliance on
imported food, we are increasingly stressing
the importance of communications and
networks, and many of our staff are involved
in communicating with our partners, in Hong

Kong, in the Mainland, and overseas.

In the past year, the Centre has been making
progress, with accomplishments in some
areas, and valuable lessons learnt in others.
Responses of the media and the public to
different food incidents have accentuated
the need for swift information flow and for
comprehensive publicity on the whole
concept of food safety control. While we
need to increase consumers’ awareness on
food safety, we have to be cautious not to
make people overreact to food incidents.
More efforts are demanded of us to share
information, communicate more effectively
and to ensure that stakeholders in the food

chain fully participate.
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Foreword by the Director

The Centre takes the views of our stakeholders
seriously and we always critically reflect on
our performance. In the first year of operation,
the CFS has taken major steps to lay the
foundation to revamp our existing regulatory
framework, to build up a more effective food
safety control regime and to devise a proactive

public education and publicity programme.

«] am fully aware that there is
still much work to be done but I am
confident that, with the experience
gained in its first year, the CFS will
mature and take great strides in
meeting future challenges.”

This report reflects on the progress and
achievements of the CFS in different areas in
the past year and sets out the Centre's major
upcoming initiatives. | am fully aware that
there is still much work to be done but | am
confident that, with the experience gained in
its first year, the CFS will mature and take great

strides in meeting future challenges.

Mr Eddy Chan
Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene
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