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The Centre for Food Safety of the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department, established in 2006, develops and
implements effective food safety control measures, engages
in work ranging from setting of food safety standards, food
sampling, follow-up actions on food incidents to publicity
and education, with a commitment to be a leading food
authority that commands the confidence of all stakeholders
in protecting the health of Hong Kong people.
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The Centre has a multidisciplinary team of professionals comprising medical officer,
veterinary officer, scientific officer, chemist, nurse, agricultural officer, fisheries officer
and health inspector

The CFS adopts a food safety risk analysis framework promulgated by international
food safety authorities, which encompasses risk assessment, risk management and
risk communication.

R A @ﬁg B9 E2H D

Food and Environmental Centre for Food Safety C f S o g O ‘/, h k G @ m

Hygiene Department




EEFREUESZERERRE > 7HEVGE »

PlINE 2 e ENMEMRE - BUFETH R
RMZZAE > ERHFHEFERVNTZHARINE
fe(A18RAIRR > RIESTHERER -

Risk assessment is conducted on the basis of scientific
evidence to analyse food related hazards, such as chemical
hazards and microbiological hazards, so as to assess food
safety risks for the public and to form the grounds for
formulation of public policies on food safety in Hong Kong to
protect public health.
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The Centre conducts various studies, including Food Consumption
Survey and Total Diet Study. The Food Consumption Survey gives an
understanding of the types and amounts of food consumed by the
population, while the Total Diet Study tests the concentration of
chemicals in food to assess the dietary exposures to these chemicals for
various population groups and their associated health risks.
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Risk assessment also forms the foundation for updating food safety
standards and enacting relevant legislation. In this process, the Centre
refers to various factors, including local and overseas risk assessment
results, international practices such as those of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission and other countries, as well as views from the Expert
Committee on Food Safety.
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On risk management, the Centre implements a Food Surveillance Programme on
a risk-based principle. Food samples are taken at import, wholesale and retail
levels for testing in order to comprehensively analyse the potential risks in the
local market, with follow-up actions taken on unsatisfactory samples to
safeguard food safety. At the same time, the Centre enforces stringent food
import control measures, including establishment of import agreements with
exporting countries according to food safety principles, are exercised for
effective control at source. Examination of relevant documents, such as health
certificates, and sampling of food for testing on a risk-based approach are also
carried out at import control points.
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The Centre also conducts investigations of food safety incidents, such as
foodborne illness outbreaks at food premises, and manages food safety
incidents. Depending on the assessment of the local impact,
appropriate actions will be taken, including food recall, suspension of
sale, disposal, and enhanced surveillance etc.

To enhance control at source, the Centre closely liaises with food
authorities of exporting countries and areas.
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As for risk communication, the Centre disseminates timely information
on food safety to the public and the trade through various channels.
The Centre also actively leverages social media platforms, adopting

interactive and diversified approaches to deliver messages more
effectively.
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Through tripartite collaboration, the Centre for Food Safety fosters
communication among the government, the food industry and the
public. In addition to conducting the Trade Consultation Forum
regularly, the Centre has also established a Consumer Liaison Group to
provide platforms for different stakeholders to exchange views on food

safety issues.
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Moreover, the Centre maintains close ties with international food safety
organisations and shares professional expertise with other countries.
Through tripartite collaboration among the Government, the food trade
and consumers, the Centre will devote every effort to ensure the safety

of food in Hong Kong.
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