Advance Release Arrangement for
Hong Kong-manufactured Food Products
Entering the Mainland Market
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Background

The Environment and Ecology Bureau and the General Administration
of Customs of the People’s Republic of China (GACC) signed "the
Cooperation Agreement on the Supervision of Safety and Facilitation
of Customs Clearance of Food Products Manufactured in Hong Kong
Exported to the Mainland™ on 27 November 2023, for shortening the
time required for customs clearance, further enhancing the safety of
local food products exported to the Mainland and promoting trade
facilitation

Advance Release Arrangement has been rolled out on 21 May 2024
Food products required to be tested by the Mainland Customs can be

released upon completion of sampling without the need to wait for the
results
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Applicable Categories of
Hong Kong-manufactured Food
¢ Beverages and frozen drinks (excluding alcoholic
and milk beverages)
¢ Biscuits, pastries and bread

¢ Candies and chocolates (including chocolate, cocoa
butter substitute chocolate and their products)

¢ Noodles (without meat ingredient)
+ Seasoning (ground)
¢ Tea
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Ports for Implementation

¢ Shenzhen Customs Port
+ Gongbei Customs Port
¢ Huangpu Customs Port
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Assessment Criteria for “Advance
Release Permission”

+ Holding a valid Food Factory Licence issued by FEHD

¢ Food products must be manufactured in the food factory
stated In the aforesaid Food Factory Licence

¢ A food safety management system with relevant
certification (i.e. ISO 22000 or HACCP certification) must
be in place In the food factory concerned

+ The food products concerned must comply with the national
standards and laws
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Operational Procedures of
Advance Release Arrangement

* Food manufacturers apply for “Advance Release Permission” with the
Center for Food Safety (CFS) through online application or by paper-mode

application

« The CFS conducts preliminary assessment and accepts the application if
basic criteria has been complied with

Food manufacturers submit application documents, including test
certificate with relevant test reports issued within the last six months by a
recognized third-party institute

The CFS issues "Advance Release Permission" to food manufacturers after
confirmation of compliance with all requirements




Operational Procedures of
Advance Release Arrangement

* Food Manufacturers make use of “Advance Release Permission™ to
apply for “Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin” or “Food
Inspection Certificate” from the CFS for each food consignment

The CFS issues “Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin” or
“Food Inspection Certificate” to the food manufacturers

Food manufacturers conduct customs declaration and clearance of the

food (must be accompanied by relevant certificates , including the
“Certificate of Hong Kong Origin-CEPA”)

If the food is subject to sampling by the Mainland Customs, it can be
released directly after sampling




Customs Clearance at the Ports of Mainland
Through Advance Release Arrangement

¢ Mainland customs conduct inspection and sampling to the
food products

¢ After satisfactory inspection & sampling, food products can
be released without the need to wait for the results

Note for Attention

¢ Food Manufacturers must ensure that the relevant food
factory has been registered with the GACC before import of
the food products to the Mainland.
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Food Inspection Certificate and
Certified True Copy of Food Inspection Certificate

After the “Advance Release Permission” Is issued, food
manufacturers should apply for a “Food Inspection
Certificate” for each consignment of the food product.

Food manufacturers can apply for an official certified true
copy of the “Food Inspection Certificate” (“CTC”).

Food products In the same production period can be
exported to the same consignee in the Mainland In
separate consignments using the CTCs.
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Provision of Support to the Trade
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I C a I O n u I e I n e S O n Application for Advance Release Permission for
Food Products Manufactured in Hong Kong

(Applicable to Export of the Specified Categories of Food Products to the Mainland)

We b p a g e 3B Part A BN Particulars of Applicant
(1) R4 i

Name of

ood Manufacturer
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Designated Application Form B

Online Application

Z# PartB AYBUEROEE Particulars of Food Factory

Organizing Briefing and Trade — @womee
Consultation Forum for the trade

o FEaE

Application

SN 0

Please refer to Note (1) 1o fill in ONE appropriate fox

FEHB 346 (82024) 1

Food and Environmental Centre for Food Safety
Hygiene Department
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Application Guideline on CFS Website
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About Us

Press Release Advance Release Arrangement for Hong Kong-Manufactured Food Products Entering the

Mainland Market

Results of The Environment and Ecology Bureau and the General Administration of Customs of the People’ s Republic of China
Samples with (GACC) signed the Cooperation Agreement on the Supervision of Safety and Facilitation of Customs Clearance of Food
Irregularity, Products Manufactured in Hong Kong Exported to the Mainland (Cooperation Agreement) on 27 November 2023,
Follow-up establishing Advance Release Arrangement for eligible Hong Kong Manufactured food products to shorten the time for

customs clearance.
Samples and

Food Incidents .
Cooperation Framework

P According to the Cooperation Agreement, the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) and the GACC will start cooperation on safety

rogramme . I f i

Areas > supervision and the facilitation of customs clearance of food products manufactured in Hong Kong exported to Mainland.
The CFS will conduct supervision on Hong Kong-manufactured food products exported to the Mainland to ensure
compliance with the Mainland requirements while food products required to be tested by Mainland Customs can be

Committee and released upon completion of sampling without waiting for the results.

Forum The Advance Release Arrangement will initially cover three major categories of food, namely (1) beverages and frozen
drinks (excluding alcoholic and milk beverages); (2) biscuits, pastries and bread; and (3) candies and chocolates (including

Import Control > chocolate, cocoa butter substitute chocolate and their products). The arrangement will be available at the ports under
Shenzhen Customs, Gongbei Customs and Huangpu Customs.

Food Exports v Food Classification is based on Chinese HS code and Inspection and Quarantine (C1Q) code. Please refer to Table 1
[Chinese version only] or the codes of the above three food categories.
* Export
Certification

Operational Procedures for Advance Release Arrangement

* Food Export to the

Mainland Food manufacturers who intend to participate the Advance Release Arrangement have to apply for “Advance Release
Viainlandc

Permission” for each category of the food products with the CFS to assess whether the manufacturer and its food
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Thank You
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