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Updated situations of
“Advance Release Arrangement for
Hong Kong-manufactured Food Products
Entering the Mainland Market”
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The Environment and Ecology Bureau and the General
Administration of Customs of the People’s Republic of
China (GACC) signed "the Cooperation Agreement on the
Supervision of Safety and Facilitation of Customs Clearance
of Food Products Manufactured in Hong Kong Exported to
the Mainland" on 27 November 2023
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Advance Release Arrangement had been rolled out on 21 May 2024
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Shorten the time required for customs clearance, further enhance the

safety of local food products exported to the Mainland and promote
trade facilitation
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Food products required to be tested by the Mainland Customs can be
released upon completion of sampling without the need to wait for the

results
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Applicable Hong Kong-manufactured food products

Gt R s AR e (76 3 g E A2 PAAR)
Beverages and frozen drinks (excluding alcoholic and milk
beverages)
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Biscuits, pastries and bread

Wk ~ 3354 (383954 ~ AV w4 2 2 R)
Candies and chocolates (including chocolate, cocoa butter
substitute chocolate and their products)

BEYREREE '-T?J it 2
@ HygleneDEep ronm ntal @“9 E e for Food Safety 4

= 4




7 hd i 8 5

Applicable Hong Kong-manufactured food products
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Noodles (without meat ingredient)
Ak (B )

Seasoning (ground)
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Tea leaves
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Ports for implementation
FFABIER T B
The Shenzhen Customs Port
At = B TE T }Elr"
The Gongbei Customs Port
3 i’ﬁp * Fﬁgig?v = }ELV—"
The Huangpu Customs Port
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Assessment Criteria for
“Advance Release Permission”

e F3d P REFLAFEF T e WUERORR
Holding a valid Food Factory Licence issued by FEHD

o a P amal W R, Wil
Food products must be manufactured in the food factory
stated in the aforesaid Food Factory Licence
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Assessment Criteria for
“Advance Release Permission”
¢ AP BRI REFERFNIEZL 2P L T
1SO22000 & HACCP % 2

A food safety management system with relevant

certification must be in place in the food factory concerned,
l.e. 1ISO 22000 or HACCP certification

¢ SRR ERTIREZR 2R
The food products concerned must comply with the
national standards and laws
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Operational Procedures of
Advance Release Arrangement

AR AP ER AR INAL S X ¥ F T MR
Food manufacturers apply for “Advance Release Permission” with the Center for
Food Safety (CFS) through online application or by paper-mode application

XY SRFAHFRORERPEAFY FERE R
The CFS conducts preliminary assessment and accepts the application if basic
criteria has been complied with
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Food manufacturers submlt application documents, including test certificate with

relevant test reports issued within the last six months by a recognized third-party
Institute
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Operational Procedures of
Advance Release Arrangement

ERPERAG > XY w8 R AFE N T HE M
The CFS issues "Advance Release Permission” to food manufacturers after

confirmation of compliance with all requirements
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Food Manufacturers make use of “Advance Release Permission™ to apply for
“Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin” or “Food Inspection Certificate”
from the CFS for each food consignment
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Operational Procedures of
Advance Release Arrangement
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The CFS issues “Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin” or “Food
Inspection Certificate to the food manufacturers

Food manufacturers conduct customs declaration and clearance of the food (must
be accompanied by relevant certificates , including the “Certificate of Hong Kong

Origin-CEPA”)
CARFRREPMFANBE BNRET IR%E

If the food is subject to sampling by the Mainland Customs, it can be released

directly after sampling

Hygiene Department
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Food Inspection Certificate and
Certified True Copy of Food Inspection Certificate

o EF A JIEBEFE  SRIAF -2 AP &
Pl arwAaED
After the “Advance Release Permission” IS Issued, food

manufacturers should apply for a “Food Inspection
Certificate” for each consignment of the food product.
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Food Inspection Certificate and
Certified True Copy of Food Inspection Certificate
¢ FEAARP T UEPHIY G e RAET | TN
AR T FERRR A )
Food manufacturers can apply for an official certified true copy
of the “Food Inspection Certificate” (“CTC”).
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Food products in the same production period can be exported to
the same consignee In the Mainland In separate consignments
using the CTCs.
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Provision of Support to the Trade
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Application Guidelines on CFS Webpage |
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Designated Application Form
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Online Application

Brefiar ¢ 2 £ hsamidfeg s o
Organizing Briefing and Trade Consultation ~ —
Forum for the trade
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Application Guideline on CFS Website
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The CFS walves the application fee for “Advance Release
Permission” commencing on 6 January 2026 and ending on

31 March 2028 (both dates inclusive).
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Thank You
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