Proposal on Regulation of Konjac-
containing Jelly Confectionery
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Background
information (1) HEEE (1)

® Konjac is a safe food additive ® jSh e —FRZ eI 'Y
® Consuming mini-cup konjac jellies o NEBEH/IMIEEsEE, K5 i&
improperly may cause choking W E S, R

accidents easily, particularly by the

2
young population > )};Xﬂaﬂnnin‘
> product design > G E

> firm consistency > BHHITE (%)

» manner of consumption (sucking)
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Background
information (2) HEEE (2

® CFS has been promoting messages o Wb — BB IEAE
on measures that can be taken to .
- I T [A) T B AR B AT A &
LSS CAEIN

reduce choking hazards of food

through various channels Y)W EI/J)_LIK 3
> called on parents to teach their > WE XRS5 B 59 R A 1k
children the correct way to eat konjac W7, VIZIW &, CARr s s 4h

jelly to avoid any mishaps instead of
sucking the jellies out directly
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5 Choking 22
Hazards of Food o
- S P e s o s e et |

Other Foods to be Careful with

Besides raw or ndercooed'ood older eop%eshoudasobecae ul with
foods ha sticky or difficult to chew and swallow uchasLuna r New Y
puddings, guuno rice balls ndw;c ssoaslo nt choking
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Assessment on the choking risk
associated with the consumption of jelly
confectionery containing konjac
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Product design EE MR ET

® Jelly confectionery can come in o WHE WA &AM, B
various sizes and forms, including FRAE AR YR

cup, pouch, sachet and strip

® Mini-cup jellies are contained in © /M AR IR TR A A SRR SRR
s(,)?rrr:”?lgéc; dsczjrpei-shaped mini-cups /N BN B B

o ngsed o T AR
» sucking the jelly out of the cupina

single bite or > B/ ENB R IR Ty, AR R

» exerting pressure on the mini-cup or N H
mini-capsule to project the
confectionery into the mouth
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Konjac as ingredient  $4384/E A &Yl Bl

® Jelly confectionery products may contain o s N ITRE A A YEEE Sy, dEE
the ingredient konjac, which is also known

SR S At HR .
as conjac, konnyaku, yam flour, R ALY I H i 2RI EREA25
glucomannan or £425 © LrEIZ R G AR A

® Konjacis considered as a safe food additive B )
by Codex >l FVESG AR FLART) . e 7 &%

» serve as a thickener, emulsifier, stabilizer, etc.

o igg R LB RIRI HEE BN S

® Konjac jelly is much firmer and dissolves

less readily than gelatin wAk
® With smooth and slippery surface ® FRHEYEHE

et SMIEHL MIEN TTUCTOSe Corn PasSION TTUIL JUILSs xsime 1o
fegulators (Citric acid, Calcium lactate, SoanM)-

e e Chlcﬂde.)(anfman Ghmnallﬂ.
HEREN ARE 5 favouring, Calcium

/ﬁ% ﬁ jﬁﬁi H % %) SREEMY(SERE Ity acids). Niacin, VRanin B e

: 05 iR RAEEE R ¥ 2 2 50
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Choking risk of mini- /J\ﬁ%iﬁgg%{%ﬁ']
cup konjac jelly I 1S, J, ot

® Way of consumption
» Suck out of mini-sized cup in one piece

® ST
= (N

® Texture o ‘b
» firm, does not easily dissolve, smooth, > AR R B b, B
slippery

® Konjac jelly slides along the tongue

toward the back of the mouth

» poor control over its direction, positioning,
and timing / coordination with swallowing

% ® IS RAUTE A
. mm AR D
ﬁ AR - firE

A BRI ]/t e
» bypassing the teeth ﬁ > IR
WT i AR

» May have a higher risk of choking > HEEAREEEE R
E i)

R bbbty
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Other konjac jellies

HAh 55 R IR

® Non-mini-cup konjac jellies such as
pouches and sachets

» Consume in multiﬂle bites through a
small opening in the packaging

» Push the contents out without sucking
from the container

» Lower the risk of choking

® Larger-sized or non-prepackaged
konjac jellies
» Typically eaten with a spoon

» Eliminate the need to suck from the
container

» Reduce the choking risk

o ML R, Mg
> SIS b AN 4
A O R, T
A R
- R I L

® RIEoIETRICEEE 34 59 KK
> EE A ZETH
> EERERTRE
> PR S F
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Proposed regulatory framework
for konjac jelly
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Proposed

amendments B BET

a) Prohibit the sale of mini-cup jelly A AT Ak e .&
confectionery products containing a) fEplidets, ZRIbsHE

kl?njac havingI a h:;ght or width less j%}ﬁd\ﬁ'\ﬁ%ﬁ'\45%* i)
than or equal to 45 mm upon A

passage of the proposed B 0 58 /PR R TRZE iy
amendment

)&Er

b) All prepackaged konjac-containing b) Fﬁ “ﬁ“ﬁﬁ'ﬁ@i%"%éi’?ﬁﬁ%{%

jelly confectionery shall be legibly 7 B A

marked or labelled with warnings R B A LI WR AT

and advice on consumption Tnniﬂ]ﬁ' ] 5
R
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Measurement on the size of

mini-cup konjac jelly =05 SRR L AN

® “Height” refers to the maximum o [ HE| B E/IPMIELLS
internal vertical dist from th e e e
internal vertical distance from the B 1 ) 5 Ay 2 L

base to the opening of the mini-cup
® “Width” refers to either the inner o [T FRMIZ/IME HH

diameter or the maximum width of NAR Bl B K E
the opening
Height
R BB AE NV EEL D
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Labelling requirements of

konjac jelly products 39 55 AR TR EE i AR B OR

® Add warning labels on the outer packaging o HE/EAMudE |22 FE R T i 5

only; no need to add additional labels on y o

indiyvidual packages LA 1 B2 PN _EAR R

(unless the individually packaged product is (B AR B {18 1) 0 2 e o IR P S0 85 5)

sold separately) .

® DIFICERIRIL, BRI AR

® Label in Chinese or English or in both R

languages

Example:

CRYIRSAE N EEL D
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Trade facilitation R IER Ry

® CFS will prepare a set of trade o WO EEIETFE S|,
guidelines to assist the trade in

J7 B2 B 1k 9 P
having a better understanding of IR I IE—20 [ AE ST

and complying with the relevant R LK
requirements
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Market survey and possible
impact to the trade
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Market survey on jelly
confectionery products (¥ E ST R &

® Between December 2024 and ® 202412 H 2202541 H

January 2025 ‘ .

® 112 jelly confectionery products © TI2FRR IR i

® Over 80 brands ® IS0 A ki

® Various sizes and shapes, including ¢ Z R VIR AR
cup-shaped, tubular, pouch and ﬁ%jﬁd\%ﬂﬁ/% BRI B
sachet forms 5

® Primarily came from Japan, Taiwan, @ FE R HA. G, ] &L H [
Korea and Mainland China N

® 59 samples (53%) found to contain s
konjac ® 59 fElkkA (53%) A%

R O cnzamy
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Possible impact to

the trade (1) HESAHIRE (1)

® Only 9 (8% of the total samples) @ A5 oL A (fh L&KL A1

measured less than 45 mm in 0 5 RE b 2 RE "
height or width (i.e. subject to 8%) 'HUXEE%)XJ:/J\B\

=3 R 7p 2 AR A
proposed ban) 452K (RIS @2

> Most of them come from Taiwan > REL Ak 8 6 rE N H AR

and Japan e .

! >0 ik =3 -

> The trade can comply with the > %if{”ﬁfi}% nn%%ﬁ:ﬁd\ ’

proposed regulatory requirements Usﬁ“ = @E@i‘a Hﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁz

by resizing the packaging of their

products

T R B B o ey
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Possible impact to

the trade (2) HENNLE (2)

® 32 out of 59 samples (54%) of the @ {445 5458 H1591f A%k A Hh

|\

samples containing konj_ac hgve FEREA (54%) 4 Ejzjw%

choking warning labels in Chinese 7 g B R i 2 4

or English . e

> Fo%those products without warning g /SE*Egjiiiﬁﬁg%E;ﬁ’ ?E%
label, they can still be sold in the HH L % b of Scaan L]
market once a warning sticker is affixed e i
to the packaging of products
® Potential impact on the trade ® A BETHE R T e i R
resulting from the proposed 20 TR 1

amendment would be minimal

RSB bbbty
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Expert Committee on
Food Safety YL EHFRE G

® For advising the Director of Food and e &) FatsiEi/L B 2B E L
Environmental Hygiene
ol &l e TR T e ) B
» In formulation of food safety measures, >EJE‘F&EJE?“\%%AI&?EHE?‘ i‘*” Rz
review of food safety and risk REE ol JE o B TR 5

communication strategies ‘
® Consists of academics, professionals © BXZRWHAA, BXNE R/
food experts, members of the trade PIEFK . BN L LA F 5 4H

and other experts &
O EQ was consulted - members agreed g CEEEEe - REBNEG
with the proposed amendments Ay e 7y
o 25T R
/BB o anzsnm,
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Implementation plan  F#47 Fy[H]

® Prohibit the sale of mini-cup jelly O %ﬂiﬁlﬁ g2 5 a5 /N R e A
confectionery products containing AN ESD : N
konjac having a height or width less ﬁé o BRI S5 /IR R
HH

than or equal to 45 mm

- = A 7Y 4 AR
> Propose to take effect three > BRI IR E e iR iR =1
months after the Amendment H Eﬁﬁ

Regulation is passed by LegCo
T D
® Labelling requirement ® REER
. 2l o 2
» Propose to take effect twelve > BRI LIAE ST E R R 1218

months after the Amendment HEM
Regulation is passed by LegCo
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Discussion SE

® We welcome your views on g 5 (pm ik i 3% 5L sk o 5 B ot
the proposed regulation for B AR D 2
konjac-containing jelly HH = et s
confectionery products

R Fonn o o Sty
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