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Meeting representatives of the European Food Safety
Authority in June 2007
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The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government
holding annual meeting with food safety officials from
Guangdong, Macau, Shenzhen and Zhuhai
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in a Globalised World

As in many other aspects in life, the issue of
food safety is in no way free from the forces
of globalisation, and across the world, food
agencies, the food trade and the public
alike are facing unprecedented changes in
the food safety environment. Resolution
of many food safety issues call for cross-
border collaborations of different authorities.
Moreover, food continues to be a major
international trade issue, and Members of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) are bound by
certain WTO agreements in their food trade

with other Members.

The CFS recognizes that global linkages are
vital to any effective food safety regulators to
enhance its capacity to identify and respond
to hazards and food incidents, that may have
implications on local public health. The CFS
has been working closely with international
authorities, such as the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, the World Health Organization
(WHO), the World Organization for Animal
Health, and various national agencies overseas
and in the Mainland. These linkages are
essential for the CFS to have prompt access to
latest information and technology worldwide,

and for collaboration and coordination.

with National and
International Partners

Given the market share taken up by imported

food, most of the food incidents taking place

in Hong Kong concern food from outside the
territory and food incidents overseas may well
have implications on local public health. To
secure prompt access to updates and to build
up its capacity to respond swiftly, the CFS has
been putting in place various mechanisms to
promote cooperation with food authorities in

the Mainland and overseas:

Establish ,e.d.
with Mainland food safety authorities,
an alert system with Food and Drugs
Administration of the USA, the Rapid
Alert System with the European Union

Conduct briefings and meetings with
consular corps and representatives from
food agencies of major food supplying
countries

Institutionalize meetings and forums
of exchange with Mainland authorities,
e.g.annual meeting with provincial food
safety authorities

Global Level

The Codex Alimentarius Commission, set up
jointly by the Food and Agriculture Organization
and the WHO of the United Nations, is the single
most important standard setting body in the
international food safety arena, for protecting
health of consumers and to ensure fair practices
inthe food trade. In settling food trade disputes,
the WTO makes reference to standards set by
the Codex Alimentarius Commission on food
safety, to ensure that food safety standards have
not been used unjustifiably as trade barriers.
The CFS highly values its linkages with these
major international food safety authorities, and
has been engaging actively in collaborative

initiatives at the global level:

CI[(S)

B ¥ % & F 1 Centre for Food Safety



B Y & & F 0 Centre for Food Safety

o
IO mnE mEpmmREIM LR T HRESE

n BBRURAMBEINBERRRREERRE
i RERNSHRMREEMNKIM

B REFNERIRREIRA KRRISR
BRIT0ST G 5tBIMNGE - R DINEEE
I FRER - FIR0R RS RGBT
HtER

n RBSRERRZAZEENETNES
SNE:H - AREIFR SIS S

i - BELAXKFLENBRERRPONEF LIRS
L lL International expert in veterinary public health speaking at
7 /Y the CFS’ annual workshop

Ty —— T

5 R3S
BTET EAEANR2 S EREN
Sy i — B R Bt R
BT

m FEAM - RMRHINKNERETIR
ML EERZESHME

m BGEE B INE RGBS 5 SR A2 A0 o 5
2 HINERE L KB ERFLIFY SRRt
gMNRRRES/REXRRR

- _ ey | BERBER-TELELARURSHNERS —
n HREURRENSRNASNEERR  enzes08n . SLaREALRE

EHE_ BB+ EFNESBEAH D( SP Mak shared experiences in food safety cont(ol ;
with experts from around the world in July 2007, in B
ENREBRFIS - REBRR preparation of the Bejing Olympic .

RO RV R LR TRV L BR AT — BBt R AL
HBEEMERYTHEESEY

Chemists from the Food Research Laboratory of the CFS -
have been collaborating with the WHO to research on

chemical contaminants in food
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Facilitation of global exchanges of

food safety information through the International EXChangeS

International Food Safety Authorities

Network (INFOSAN) established by the In order to establish itself as an active partner
WHO in the international food safety arena, the CFS
Contribution of has been proactively establishing channels for
to the WHO’s Global experts from around the world to meet and

Environmental Monitoring  System foster linkages in Hong Kong:
- Food Contamination Monitoring and

Assessment Programme (GEMS/Food) Engage experts from the Mainland,
network, e.g. Acrylamide in our local Australia and Singapore as members of
food the Expert Committee on Food Safety

Active participation in committees and Create opportunities for local and
meetings of the Codex Alimentarius overseas regulators to share their
Commission and international training perspectives by inviting overseas
programmes experts to conduct training and

seminars in Hong Kong, e.g. the annual
workshop on veterinary public health

Brought together distinguished experts
and regulators around the world at
the

, held in Hong Kong in early 2007,
to foster international exchanges
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