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Mr. CHAN Kin Chung Woo Lee Fruit & Vegetable Co. Ltd.

Ms. Olivia HUNG Wyeth (H.K.) Ltd.
Mr. Peter KWAN Wyeth (H.K.) Ltd.
Ms. Carmen LIU Yuk Lee Eggs Shop Ltd.

Opening Remarks
1. The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and introduced staff of the Centre for Food
Safety (CFS) attending the forum.

Agenda Item 1
Confirmation of the notes of last meeting
2. The notes of last meeting were confirmed without amendments.

Agenda Item 2

Matters arising from the notes of last meeting

3. The Chairman opined that as many trade representatives were interested in matters
concerning Agenda Item 3, matters arising from last meeting would be discussed later in Agenda
item 4 — Any other business. The meeting then proceeded to Agenda Item 3.

Agenda Item 3

Pre-statutory Enrollment Scheme for Food Importers and Distributors

4. Mr. K T TAM introduced the Pre-statutory Enrollment Scheme for Food Importers and
Distributors (the Scheme) to the meeting. A voluntary enrollment scheme was launched for
poultry egg importers by the CFS in December 2006 and extended to all egg wholesalers /
distributors in January 2007. A plan to amend the existing Imported Game, Meat and Poultry
Regulations (Regulations) had been working in place for expediting the legislation process in
tightening control of the importation of poultry egg by registration of egg importers. The
Government was also planning to amend the Regulations to require registration of game, meat
and poultry importers. In response to the increasing number of food safety incidents in Hong
Kong, it was necessary to create a comprehensive database of all food importers and distributors
in Hong Kong as well as to enhance traceability of imported food so that in the event of a food
incident, the information would be made available to CFS to facilitate tracing the problematic
food. The Scheme encouraged food importers and distributors to enroll with CFS on a voluntary
basis and to keep proper records of the movements of imported foods. A timetable for the
Pre-statutory Enrollment Scheme based on food types would take effect from August 2007.
Enrollment priority would be given to those foods of higher risks which included game, meat,
poultry, live food animals, milk, frozen confections, vegetables, fruits, fish and fishery products.
In the Scheme, importers and distributors would be required to provide particulars of contact
person who can be reached by the CFS in case of emergency. Apart from an application for
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enrollment in paper form, the CFS was preparing to accept the online application submitted at
the CFS website. Food traders to be enrolled would be informed of the details about online
application once available. With the consent of traders, lists of importers/wholesalers/distributors
would be uploaded onto website of CFS for public information.

5. The Chairman added that the initial scheme would be a voluntary one but there were plans
to introduce a mandatory scheme in the future. The mandatory scheme had to be worked out with
the trade. Further consultations as appropriate would be arranged in order to seek views from the
trade on the proposed scheme.

6. One trade representative enquired whether it was technically feasible to make changes of
the enrolled information by the trade themselves through the internet.

7. Mr. W C LEE replied that CFS would provide a mechanism of communication between the
trade and CFS to make amendments of the enrolled information.

8. One other trade representative wondered whether it was required to enroll several times for
importers who imported multiple food items.

9. Mr. W C LEE replied that for the trade which imported multiple food items, they were
required to adhere to the enrollment timetable; for example, if the trade imported both meat and
milk products, they had to enroll twice during specific enroliment period.

10. The Chairman further enquired whether it would be possible for the trade to enroll multiple
food items at the same time so that they need not to go through the enrollment process again.

11. Mr. W C LEE replied that the objectives for implementing the Scheme were to help the
trade to get familiarised with the future mandatory registration scheme and enable CFS to gain
some experience for designing the full scheme. At this stage, the Scheme would be carried out
based on food types.

12. One other trade representative suggested CFS to provide an enrollment number for each
member of the trade so that they would use it for the enrollment of different types of food items
at one time.

13. The Chairman supplemented that one of the reasons for the Scheme based on food types
was to enable CFS to inform relevant food importers or wholesalers to take appropriate action in
the event of a food incident.



14. One other trade representative recommended CFS to provide more information about the
categorisation of food types for reference by the trade.

15. Mr. W C LEE replied that the principle of the categorisation of food types would be
provided once available.

16. One other trade representative enquired whether there would be any enrollment fee for each
enrollment and what the Scheme was going to require, for example, a health certificate for every
food item.

17. Dr. Constance CHAN replied that decision on the enrollment fee had yet to be made. On the
other hand, CFS was still working out the detailed enrollment requirements for the Scheme and
more information on that regard would be announced soon.

18. One trade representative wondered how to deal with the food which comprised various
kinds of food types.

19. Mr. W C LEE replied that if the food was mixed with different food types, it might fall into
“others” category. Detailed information on that regard would be provided if available.

20. One other trade representative expressed the difficulties in getting the health certificate for
some food products such as manufactured food products; and the spirit of traceability was not
merely putting down the name of importers and wholesalers but should be a record “from farm to
table”, which meant all points of the whole supply chain were continuously recorded so that it
would really be able to trace the source of the problem in the event of a food incident.

21. Mr. W C LEE replied that it was understandable that there were difficulties in getting the
health certificate for some food items. But for high-risk food items such as meat and poultry
products, most of the overseas countries could provide the health certificate.

22. One other trade representative enquired whether there would be criminal liability for the
breach of the Scheme.

23. Dr. Constance CHAN replied that if the mandatory registration scheme was put into effect,
there would be criminal liability for any breach of the related law.

24. One other trade representative enquired what sort of information would be uploaded onto
the CFS website for public information; and what sort of information CFS needed in order to
ensure the traceability.



25. Mr. W C LEE replied that information such as company names, addresses, contact
telephone numbers, etc. would be uploaded on the CFS website when the trade had enrolled
under the Scheme and did not have objection to the disclosure of the concerned information.
According to the Scheme, all those involved in food importation and distribution should keep
proper records of the movement in and out of the food handled by them, such as invoices,
contracts, batch numbers and relevant information of suppliers, etc.

26. One trade representative asked whether there would be an independent Food Safety
Ordinance or amendment to the Imported Game, Meat and Poultry Regulations.

27. Dr. Constance CHAN replied that the possibility to incorporate the Enrollment Scheme into
the Imported Game, Meat and Poultry Regulations would not be ruled out so as to strengthen the
control of imported food.

28. One other trade representative suggested CFS to accept electronic record, for example,
electronic invoices.

29. Dr. Constance CHAN replied that CFS would take it into consideration.

30. Some trade representatives worried that there would be an enormous administrative cost for
keeping record of food movements and it would be a problem in getting records from all
involved parties.

Agenda Item 4

Any other business

31. Mr. K W CHUNG referred to the notes of the last meeting and clarified the followings:
(paragraph 32) the use of “nuts”, “{ [~ and “[{” were acceptable but the use of “tree nuts”
and ‘%1“&1{7%}\"’ in accordance with the current labelling law of Hong Kong was the most

appropriate one; (paragraph 39) the use of “lactose” or “lactose (milk product)” was acceptable;
(paragraph 41) legal advice would be sought on whether it was acceptable to specify the name of
an allergenic substance only once in the list of ingredients instead of specifying the same
allergenic substance repeatedly in the list; (paragraph 46) the use of a slash symbol ("/") was
acceptable if it was used to separate the words of ingredients which shared the same meaning in
order to provide more information for the customers; (paragraph 52) it was not acceptable to use
“or” to separate the alternative ingredients (an example mentioned last time was “cream or
butter”) as the current labelling law required to list the actual ingredients used.

32. One trade representative enquired whether it was acceptable to use “hazelnut” and
“almond” alone without the specification of “nut” or “nut product”.
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33. Mr. W H LAM replied that the use of “hazelnut” in English was acceptable as the word
“hazelnut” itself had already indicated the presence of the allergen (i.e. nut). In Chinese, the
use of “f=" (A F PN ) 7, =T (PN ) 7 or “=" (N[ ) ” was acceptable.  However, the

use of “almond” with specification of the allergenic source “nut” or “nut product” was required.

34. One other trade representative enquired that in view of the discrepancies in the Chinese
expression in some countries, whether it was acceptable to use “> 945 and “Pal%fﬁél{f} il
instead of “c> 4 Ef™ and “SEH]”.

35. Mr. W H LAM replied that specific functional class of food additives should be used
according to the Schedule 3 to the Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling) Regulations;
therefore, for the examples listed above, “ds{4y¥&f5” and “igf[H®]” should be adopted.
Flexibility might be exercised so as to facilitate the trade on condition that there was no violation
of the legal requirements.

36. One other trade representative enquired whether it was required to specify nutrition contents
of high calcium or low fat in the list of ingredients.

37. Mr. W H LAM replied that according to the sub-paragraph (4B) of the Schedule 3 to the
Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling) Regulations, if the presence of a particular

ingredient or the low content of a particular ingredient was emphasized, a declaration of either
the minimum/maximum percentage by weight of that ingredient in the food or the actual amount
of that ingredient in the food was necessary. Also, any declaration required by sub-paragraph (4B)
should appear either next to the name of the food or in the list of ingredients in close proximity
to the name of the ingredient in question.

38. One trade representative enquired whether it was necessary to add a label on the outermost
package of a bulk pack which contained individually labelled small packs of food.

39. Mr. W H LAM replied that a label should at least be able to let the customers see clearly all
relevant information as required by the food laws. If the packaging material of the bulk pack was
a transparent one such that a customer/purchaser could see clearly the information on the label of
the individual small pack, it would be acceptable even there was no additional label on the bulk
pack. However, if the package material for the bulk pack was an opaque one or the bulk pack
was in such a state that a customer/purchaser could not see clearly the information on the label of
the individual small pack, an additional label on the bulk pack was required. If an additional
label was given on the bulk pack, the information on the additional label should be correct and
tally with that on the label of the individual small pack.



40. One trade representative enquired whether it was acceptable to affix a new label (sticker) on
top of the label of a packaged food.

41. Mr. W H LAM replied that it was acceptable if the act was duly authorized by the
manufacturer or packer responsible for labelling the food, i.e. a person capable of effecting such
in accordance with in the Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling) Regulations, Cap. 132W.

42. One other trade representative enquired whether there was any exemption of the labeling
requirements for alcoholic beverages.

43. Mr. K W CHUNG replied that according to the Schedule 4 to the Food and Drugs
(Composition and Labelling) Regulations, any drinks with an alcoholic strength by volume of
more than 1.2% but less than 10% were exempted from the whole Schedule 3 except paragraph 3
and 4, whereas wines and other drinks with an alcoholic strength by volume of 10% or more
were exempted from the whole Schedule 3 except paragraph 3.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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